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THROCKMORTON FAMILY 

To THE Editors of William and Mary Quarterly. 
Gentlemen : 

I have only recently read Mr. Browning's article on the Throckmorton 
pedigree published on page 112, Vol. XXI, No. 2, and while I do not care 
as a general thing to have controversies in print in reference to my pedi- 
gree, I feel that Mr. Browning's attack on the authenticity of the Throck- 
morton descent from the Throckmortons of Warwickshire is both uncalled 
for and unwarranted and should be answered. 

In the first place Mr. Browning criticizes the Visitation of Hunting- 
donshire, 1613, published by the Camden Society, basing his criticism on 
the will of Sir Robert Throckmorton, K. C. B., who died in 1519. He 
states and correctly that Sir Robert mentioned no son Richard in his will. 
He, however, overlooked ( ?) the fact that Sir Robert's brother Richard 
was not only a legatee, but also executor. I wonder why he overlooked 
this fact, and also that Sir Robert bequeathed lands in Huntingdonshire 
to his son, Anthony, not to Michael, although Michael is mentioned, too, 
with the provision if he, Anthony, died without issue "the said lands and 
tenements of the said yerely value of XXI to remayne to my right heirs 
for ever. ..." Anthony died without issue, and the lands in question 
reverted to his other heirs. Mr. Browning quotes Sir Robert's will to 
show that Sir Robert's eldest son was John, who married the daughter of 
Sir Nicholas Vaux. Mr. Browning is in error ; Sir Robert's will shows 
that George Throckmorton was his son and heir, and he was mentioned in 
it several times, and was appointed co-executor with his uncles, William 
and Richard, if further proof is necessary. His tomb is still extant in 
Coughton Church, Warwickshire. Hence in this, the Visitation of Hunt- 
ingdonshire, 1613, was right and Mr. Browning wrong. 

The statement made by Mr. Browning as a deduction from his dis- 
coveries (?) reads as follows: "Therefore the deduction is, the known 
pedigree of the Throckmorton family of Virginia, begins with "Richardus 
Throckmorton de Hingham Ferrors in Com. Northampt. Senescallurs 
Ducattas Lancashire about 1550 and the connection between the Throck- 
mortons in question of Huntingdonshire and Warwickshire is yet to be 
established, &c, &c." The numerous authorities and pedigrees of the 
Throckmorton family all give the Huntingdonshire branch of the family 
as starting with Richard. The only conflict is that a few make Richard 
the son of Sir Thomas Throckmorton of Coughton, and hence a brother 
of Sir Robert Throckmorton, K. C. B. (who mentions a brother Richard 
in his will). The others give Richard as a son of Sir Robert, K. C. B., 
as does the Visitation of Huntingdon, 1613, and many give both 
Richards. When I was compiling the history of the Throckmorton family, 
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some twenty years ago, I wanted to be as accurate as possible in regard 
to this particular point in the pedigree, and wrote to Sir Nicholas William 
Throckmorton, 12 Bart, asking him to decide the question for me. The 
following is his reply : 

Buckland Monday 11 Jany. 1898. 
Faringdon 
Berks. 
Dear Sir : — 

Enclosed is a copy of a m. s. pedigree contained in an old book of 
notices of my family which shows that Sir Richard Throckmorton, Knight 
of Higham Ferrars Co. Northampton, was the fourth son of Sir Robert 
Throckmorton, and his wife, Catherine, daughter to Sir William Marrow, 
Lord Mayor of London. This Sir Robert died about 1518 and his wife 
Catherine in 1571. 

Sir Richard, of Higham Ferrars, married Jane, daughter of Hum- 
phrey Beaufo, their son Gabriel was Ellington Co. Huntingdon 

and married Emma Lawrence. This pedigree you perceive does not go 
further than Robert, stated to be five years old in the year 161 5. 

Sir Richard of Higham Ferrars was the fourth son of Sir Robert 
and Catherine Marrow, was grandson to Sir Thomas Throckmorton, 
Knight, and his wife Margaret Olney. 

I remain. 

Yours truly, 

W. Throckmorton. 

As Sir William was the head of the family I accepted his letter as 
settling the question ; however, Mr. Browning has evidently decided other- 
wise, and therefore I will give the following authorities to sustain the 
descent from the Warwickshire family. 

In the Visitation of Huntingdonshire made in 1564, which is pre- 
served in the British Museum, Cottonian mss. Julius F., VHI, folio 60, the 
descent is given as it is given in the Visitation of Huntingdonshire taken 
in 1613, published by the Camden Society, which is criticized by Mr. 
Browning. 

Richard Throckmorton at that time had been dead about seventeen 
years ; his wife, Jane Beaufoe, was living in February, 1552, as she was 
mentioned in her son Gabriel's will dated February 5, 1552. Reg. P. C. C. 
18 Tashe proved Oct. 1553. She therefore had been dead not more than 
twelve years when Visitation was taken and possibly was still alive. 

Emma Lawrence, wife of Gabriel and daughter-in-law of Richard 
Throckmorton, was alive at the time, as her will was dated February 
23, 1599. Reg. Pet. probate Registry XVH, 57, XVHI, 83 proved 19 
Sept., 1600. It was probably from her that the Heralds got their infor- 
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mation, and it is to be presumed that she knew of her own knowledge 
the parents of her father-in-law. Landsdown mss. 921, p. 20. Lipscomb's 
History of Buckinghamshire. Burke's Peerage, 1916, ed. and practically all 
pedigrees of the family confirm the Visitation of 1613. 

Richard Throckmorton's marriage to Jane, daughter of Humphrey 
Beaufo, of Emscote, Warwick, is given in Visitation of Warwickshire, 
in the Beaufo pedigree and in all Throckmorton pedigrees. 

The arms allowed by the Heralds to Robert Throckmorton of Elling- 
ton in Visitation of 1613, and to his uncle in Visitation of 1564, to the 
Throckmortons of Yorkshire (Surtees Soc, Vol. 36, pg. 84) and to the 
Throckmortons of Lincolnshire (Harl. Soc, Vol. 52, pg. 992) all descended 
from Richard of Higham Ferrars, are identical with those borne by the 
Throckmortons of Coughton, Warwickshire, at that period save for the 
differences used to denote younger sons. 

If further evidence is necessary of the connection of Richard Throck- 
morton with the Throckmortons of Warwickshire attention is called to the 
following suits : A suit brought in 32 H. VIII 1540 against Richard 
Throckmorton by John Conyngesby Esq. and Elizabeth his wife for a 
moiety of the manor of Northymes and 30 messanges of lands and rents 
in Northmymmes (Hert's Genealogist, Vol. I, pg. 149). Elizabeth was 
Richard Throckmorton's first cousin, her mother was his aunt, Eleanor 
Throckmorton, daughter of Sir Thomas Throckmorton, Knight of Cough- 
ton, and Margaret Olney. Eleanor married Thomas Frowick, of Bassett 
Herts, son of Henry Frowicke, of Old Ford in Co. Mid., and had issue : 
Elisabeth, married John Coningsby, third son of Sir Humphrey Con- 
ingsby. This property had been in 1495 the cause of a suit between Thomas 
Frowick, Sergeant at law (uncle by marriage to Richard Throckmorton), 
Robert Throckmorton, father of Richard, and Thomas Marrowe (Richard's 
uncle) complainants, and Henry Frowick and Anne his wife defendants on 
the other. (Hert's Genealogist, Vol. I, pg. 94.) 

Richard Throckmorton was not a party to the suit brought in 1495, 
but as heir to Robert, his father, was sued in 1540 by his cousin Elizabeth, 
who was heir to other litigant in the suit brought in 1495. 

In the face of all the authorities given there can be no question in 
the mind of any fair-minded genealogist of the authenticity of the descent 
of the Throckmortons of Huntingdonshire and Virginia from the Throck- 
mortons of Warwickshire. 

C. WiCLiFFE Throckmorton, 
Throckmorton Ranch, Bexar Co., Tex. 



